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signs of it are the recent meeting of a teachers*
association in Bordeaux and one of the Ligue
pour rEnseignement in Caen, when resolutions
were passed urging that that part of moral in-
struction referring to God be dropped.1 There
can be no better proof of the religious value of
this education than the opposition of radicalism.
A Catholic writer, not friendly toward these
schools, referring to the place of God in this
education, calls it "the share of the Divine."2
Another writer ascribes to this teaching that
ideal justice which is the soul of religion.3 M.
Paul Sabatier says: "Thanks to the teaching of
morals, there is being constituted, little by little,
among us a kind of lay church. It is a reforma-
tion, true, deep, noiseless, outside of the churches'
but not against them."

It is difficult to gauge the results of a work like
this- After centuries of experience, there are
still those who question the moral influence of
the Church, of science, and of art. There are
those who view this experiment as a failure
because they had expected sudden moral trans-
formations, which are impossible. The Catho-
lic clergy condemned the system before it had

1 This anti-religioua spirit has become more and more pronounced
of late.

2 Revue des Deux Mondes, 15 juin, 1898.
*B. Jacob, Pour I'tcole laique, p. 33.